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New Soviet Cruiser May Soon Con-
duct Missile Firings in the Northern

Fleet Area (S)

The new Soviet Kirov-class nuclear-powered guid-
ed-missile cruiser (CGN) may soon conduct the
first test firings of its SS-NX-19 antiship cruise mis-
sile system and SA-NX-6 surface-to-air missile sys-
tem. The firings will be conducted in the White
Sea—perhaps by the end of the year. New Soviet
surface combatants equipped with long-range cruise
missiles—usually the lead ship in a class—have his-
torically deployed to the Northern Fleet to conduct
test firings,

The cruiser departed the Baltic Sea following its sea
trials in late September 1980 and had arrived at
Severomorsk Naval Base in the Northern Fleet by
early October. When the new cruiser was imaged at
Severomorsk on a floating crane was
alongside the ship and two of the hatches covering
the SS-NX-19 launch tubes were open. The Kirov-
class cruiser is the first ship to be equipped with a
surface-launched version of the SS-NX-19 cruise
missile. The 20 SS-NX-19 missile launchers on the
ship are arranged in four rows of five launch tubes,

each covered by a hatch. The only other vessel
equipped with the SS-NX-19 is the Oscar-class nu-
clear-powered cruise missile submarine (SSGN),

which carries 24 SS-NX-19 cruise missiles. |:|

The Kirov-class cruiser is also equipped with the
SA-NX-6 surface-to-air missile system—the naval
version of the SA-X-10. There are 12 launch posi-
tions for the SA-NX-6 on the ship. The SA-NX-6
system is also deployed on the Kara-class guided-
missile cruiser (CG), the Azov—which served as the
test bed for the system—and is part of the weapons

system on three 445F-class CGs that are current|
under construction at a Nikolavev shipvard ’—ﬁ
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New Soviet Rail Line Into
Southern Poland (S)

A new Soviet broad-gauge rail line from the city of
Hrubieszow on the Soviet-Polish border to Kato-
wice in southern Poland has been completed and
was in use by early September [980. Prior to the
completion of this 410-kilometer line, the deepest
penetration into Eastern Europe by a Soviet broad-
gauge rail was a 92-kilometer line—built by the So-
viets in the mid-1960s to transport iron ore into
Czechoslovakia. The new single-track line will al-
low movement of goods into and out of Poland
without the usual delays involved in changing from
Soviet broad gauge to Polish standard gauge at the
border. ’ ‘

According to a Soviet-Polish agreement, this new
rail line will be used to move iron ore from the
Soviet Union to the new Zabkowice Iron and Steel
Plant near Katowice, coal from central to eastern
Poland, and Polish sulfur and steel products to the
'Soviet Union. It could also be used to move Soviet
military equipment and personnel into Poland. No
special loading or transfer facilities for this pur-
pose, however, were detected along the route in
Poland.

Analysis of September 1980 photography indicated
the line was in use, and unit trains of gondola-hop-
per railcars of from 40 to 48 cars in length were
seen traveling in both directions on the new line.
The materials being transported in these railcars
could not be determined, but unit trains are nor-
mally associated with the transport of bulk materi-
als. | |

(Secret

Top Secret
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Location of New Soviet Rail Line in

Southern Poland (S)

Katowice

SOVIET BROAD-GAUGE
RAIL LINE
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First Identification of Turn Twist
Station in Cuba (S)

The Turn Twist, one of the new Turn Series of So-
viet tactical intelligence intercept systems, was iden-
tified in Cuba in late October 1980. Previously, it
had been seen only with Soviet units in the Warsaw
Pact and Afghanistan. The mobile Turn Twist is a
passive, direction-finding system which functions by
intercepting aircraft communications. It would pro-
vide Cuban forces in the field with capabilities pre-
viously available only at fixed sitesin Cuba. |:|

The Turn Twist was at first thought to be destined
for deployment with Soviet forces in Cuba, when it
was identified on the deck of a Soviet arms carrier
which stopped at the Cuban port of Mariel in
March 1980.! It apparently is now part of the Cu-
ban radioelectronic inventory, however. The Turn

'CIA.ISMR 80-00SK]  LSovier Mobile Direction-Finding

Station Shipped 1o Cuba,” Ol Imagery Analvsis Monthly Review, June
1980 (Top Secret RUFF

Top Secret

Twist and associated electronics vehicles were seen
at a major Cuban communications facility near Be-
jucal on imagery of] ' On imagery
of[  |a Turn Twist station was deployed
at the Cuban military garrison at Cardenas, 120 ki-
lometers east of Bejucal. Most likely, only one set
of Turn Twist equipment has been delivered to
Cuba, and this equipment was moved from Bejucal
to Cardenas—perhaps as a mobility exercise. Imag-
ery ofikhowed that the Turn Twist and
associated equipment had been removed from Car-
denas and that the equipment was present at Beju-

N —
(Top Secret RUFF :|
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Gas-Oil Separation Plant (GOSP)

Damaged in Saudi Arabia (S)

In early September 1980, the Abqaiq 2 Gas-Oil
Separation Plant (GOSP) in Saudi Arabia was re-
ported to have been seriously damaged by an ex-
plosion and fire. Photography of | |
almost two months after the explosion, showed that
extensive damage had occurred to the processing
area of the GOSP. The GOSP—a facility designed
to separate gas from crude oil after it flows out of
the well head—is one of five GOSPs serving the
Abqaiq oilfield and was capable of processing
240,000 barrels of oil per day. It will probably take
a minimum of one year to rebuild the Abqaiq 2

GOSP.S

The recent loss of the GOSP affects only a small
portion of total Saudi production, which has been
more than 10 million barrels a day. The Saudis,

Location of Abqaiq 2 Gas-Qil Separation Plant,
Saudia Arabia (S)

however, may find it difficult to maintain this high
level of production. Saudi Arabia has already made
two major production increases in the past two
years—to offset decreased oil exports in 1979 from
Iran, and more recently from Iraq. Although the
recent loss could be offset by temporarily raising
the output of the Ghawar oilfield, which is the
world’s largest, it does entail some risk. Overpro-
ducing a reservoir can cause a change in the physi-
cal properties of the producing zones and lead to
both short- and long-term problems for the reser-
voir.
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Reduced Use of Iran’s Persian Gulf

Commercial Ports (S)

Iran's import capacity at its five major commercial
ports on the Persian Gulf has been sharply reduced
since the outbreak of war with Iraq in late Septem-
ber. The total number of berths in use at these
ports declined from 50 before the war to only 22 by
early November. These include six berths at the
new port of Shah Bandar Abbas, which was put
into emergency service before it was completed. (S

The ports of Abadan and Khorramshahr on the
Shatt al Arab—which accounted for a total of 14
berths—have been closed. In addition, the berths in
use at Bandar Khomeini, Iran’s largest port, de-

clined from 27 to six between ‘

Although not on the Shatt al Arab, Ban-

The new Iranian port facility being constructed at
Shah Bandar Abbas near the Strait of Hormuz has
been put into use since the war began. Shah Bandar
Abbas was seen in operation for the first time on
imagery of| and by O six
ships were at berths and six additional ships were
at anchor. The cargo handling facilities at the new
port are still incomplete. There are no quayside
cranes in place yet and only eight transit and stor-
age sheds have been completed. Nine more transit
sheds are under construction and open storage ar-
eas are being prepared. At present, all cargo is be-
ing offloaded at the port directly onto trucks by
ships’ cranes and is transported out of the port ar-

dar Khomeini is close to the fighting, and the risk (Secret
of damage to shipping is high. The Iranians are still
operating two ports—Bushehr with two berths (a
decrease of one) and Bandar Abbas with eight
berths (a decrease of two).
Location of Iran’s Persian Gulf Commercial Ports (S)
(®) Tehran
Isfahan o
Ahvaz
Khorramshahr
,& Bandar Khomelnj
‘ D
Kawalt  Shat al
‘ Arab
: Bushehr
= : | | : ‘ A Persian Gulf Shah Bandar Abbas .’Bandar Abbas
: SN iE = o %gof_:‘ 0 200
8 ‘0 ¢ W X Kilometers
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New OIA Publications

The following reports have been published by the Office of Imagery Analysis since the last issue of the
Imagery Analysis Monthly Review.

Imagery Research Papers

1. IS 80-10085K:L Soviet Torpedo Research and Development, Production and Distribution,

October 1980 (Top Secret RUFF‘

2. 1S 80-10107K Gasfield Develo in Western Siberia, USSR, September 1980 (Top
Secret RUFF

3IS80-101S8K[ | Cherepovets Metallurgical Plant, USSR. October 1980 (Top Secret
RUFF)

Imagery Analysis Memorandums

I. 1S 80-10172, OIA/LFED 149/80. The Soviet 41h Army, Transcaucasus Military District, 1974-1980 (Se-
cret

2. 1S 80-10178, OIA/MSD 160/80, New Phawd‘Array Radar Under Construction at Pushkino, USSR
(Secret

3. 1S 80-10155, OIA/LFD 137/80, Soviet Heavy Artillery Brigades (Secret

4. 1S 80-10110K, Analysis of Large h_Dock at Severodvinsk Shipyard 402, USSR
(Top Secret RUFF

5. 1S 80-10183, OIA/MSD 167/80, New Type ICBM Silos Under Construction at Plesetsk Missile/Space
Test Center (Secret‘

6. 1S 80-10185, OIA/MSD 173/80. Propellant Handling and Storage at SS-18 Complexes (Secret D

7. 1S 80-10181, Imagery Review of Activity ar Sverdlovsk Ceramics Plani, USSR (Secret l:’

8. IS 80-10174K, ,—’ Very-Low-Frequency Communications Transmitter Station, Chaldovar.
USSR (Top Secret RUFF‘

9. IS 80-10182, OIA/LFD 165/80, Two New Armor Batalions Identified in North Korea's 61h Corps (Se-
cret

10. 1S 80-10192K |

Secret RU FF\—/

LS‘oviet Brigade Activity in Cuba—April through September 1980 (Top

9 Top Secret
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11, IS 80-10194K.Slran/lraq War: Iranian Reinforcement of Dezful (Top Secret RUFF 25X1
25X1
12, 1S 80-10198K.[ |Israeli Crude Oil Holdings for September 1980 (Top Secret RUFF| | 33%1,
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